

Week 5 Study
Chapter 5: The True Elder Brother
Scripture Reading: Luke 15:11–32
Discussion Questions
1. Where do you see the initiating love of God in the parable? (vv. 20–24, 28–32)
· Share your experience of the initiating love of God in your own conversion.
2. What do you think Keller means when he says, “It’s not the repentance that causes the father’s love, but rather the reverse”?
3. Identify where you have seen people be:
· “Pharisees about Pharisees”
· “Self-righteous about self-righteousness” 
· Who do you tend to become most judgmental or self-righteous about?
4. Keller writes that repentance must go deeper than regret for individual sins, and that remorse alone can be part of a self-salvation project. (see 2 Corinthians 7:10)
· What is the difference between repentance and regret?
5. Keller says the elder brother used his moral record to put God and others in his debt. 
· How can we use good works to try to control God?
· How might this apply to anger in situations such as:
· Joblessness
· Housing struggles
· Sickness
· Loss of a loved one
· Relationship breakdowns
6. What does it mean to repent not only of your sins but also of the roots of your righteousness? 
· Share areas of your good works that you may need to repent of
Read: Luke 15:3–10
7. What are the similarities and differences between the first two stories in Luke 15 and the story of the lost son? 
· Similarities:
· Differences:
8. Why is this difference so striking?
· Who would a first-century listener expect to search for the lost son? Why?
9. When the father tells the elder brother, “Everything I have is yours,” how is this literally true of Jesus? (see Philippians 2:5–11)
10. How does Jesus use the elder brother to show the cost of forgiveness and atonement?
· Why is free forgiveness costly? 
11. In what ways is Jesus the true elder brother?
· Make a list of what it cost Jesus.
· Spend time thanking Him for this.
12. How can the heart be changed from fear and anger to love, joy, and gratitude? 
· Trace the transformation:
· Seeing Jesus’ beauty (doctrine) →
· Love for Jesus (delight) →
· Obedience (duty)
“Our pleasure and our duty, though opposite before,
since we have seen His beauty are joined to part no more.”
— John Newton
Chapter 6: Redefining Hope
Discussion Questions
1. What are you nostalgic for?
· What are your fondest memories?
· What emotions does the idea of “home” stir in you?
2. Keller writes that “Home exercises a powerful influence over human life… yet when we return, we are often disappointed.” 
· Do you agree?
· Why do you think “home” feels powerful yet elusive?
3. Re-read the excerpt from C.S. Lewis’ The Weight of Glory.
· What does he mean when he says our longing for home is “the truest index of our real situation”?
4. How does Genesis explain why we all feel like exiles? 
· Describe the home we were created for.
· How did sin exile humanity from this home?
5. What stories show that we are still in exile today?
· In the Bible
· In our world 
6. Why does the younger brother know that a successful return home is not inevitable? 
· How do these two kinds of brokenness prevent our final homecoming?
· The brokenness within human beings
· The brokenness around human beings 
7. How will Jesus make the world our perfect home again? 
· Where do you see exile, abandonment, and homecoming in His story?
· How does this shape our own stories?
· How does Jesus promise to heal:
· The brokenness within us
· The brokenness around us
8. What do you gain by reading the story of the lost son in the context of:
· Luke 15:25–32 (the elder brother)
· Luke 15:3–10 (the shepherd and the woman)
· Luke 15:1–2 (sinners gathering, religious muttering, Jesus welcoming)
· The whole Bible
9. Reflect on your need for a perfect home:
· In what ways are your current struggles the result of trying to create a perfect home on earth?
· What aspects of the future home Jesus promises do you most long for?


