

Week 3 Study
Chapter 3: Redefining Sin
Scripture Reading: Luke 15
Discussion Questions
1. Which of the two brothers in Jesus’ story would it be more dangerous to be?

2. How is sin like a misguided quest for happiness?

· Explain the two ways people try to find happiness as represented by the younger brother and the older brother. 
3. Keller uses the actions of the younger and elder brothers to illustrate two ways people view life. He writes:
“Each acts as a lens coloring how you see all of life, or as a paradigm shaping your understanding of everything. Each is a way of finding personal significance and worth, of addressing the ills of the world, and of determining right from wrong.” 
· Which of these “lenses” most colors the way you see life?
4. Many of us are a mix of these two approaches—moral conformity and self-discovery—and may shift between them.
· Why do you think you shift between these two ways of viewing life?
· Consider the reasons why, at different times in your life, you have:
· Rebelled against community standards to pursue your own goals and aspirations
· Given up personal freedom to conform to the standards of your community
5. What makes both brothers in the story lost?

6. Keller explains that both brothers were chasing their father’s wealth as a means to happiness.
· How did each brother use that wealth?
· Are you more tempted by freedom from things or control of things?
· Discuss this statement:
“Careful obedience to God’s law may serve as a strategy for rebelling against God.” 
7. Despite seeking happiness in different ways, how are the older and younger brothers identical in what they want most in life 
· What is the difference between obeying God to get things and obeying God to get God?
· Is that difference significant? Why or why not?
8. What kept the elder brother from entering into the joy of the father?
(Luke 15:29)
· Keller says:
“The elder brother is not losing the father’s love in spite of his goodness, but because of it.” 
· What is Keller revealing about the nature of sin, especially for “elder brother” types?
9. 
· What would most people in the church say sin is?
· How does Jesus redefine sin? (Luke 15:12–14, 20)
· How is sin more than simply failing to keep God’s standards?
10. Keller notes that:
· Religious people divide the world into “good people” and “bad people”
· Irreligious people divide the world into “self-discovered” and “self-deceived” people 
· According to Keller, how does Jesus divide the world?
· Compare the fall narrative (what’s wrong with the world) and redemption narrative (what will fix it) for:
· Younger brothers
· Older brothers
· Jesus
11. Why is the older brother angry?

· Keller writes:
“If, like the elder brother, you believe that God ought to bless you and help you because you have worked so hard to obey him and be a good person, then Jesus may be your helper, your example, even your inspiration, but he is not your Savior. You are serving as your own Savior.” 
· If anger, obedience, and blessing are connected, how might you begin to sever the root of anger in your life?
12. What is the only prerequisite for receiving God’s grace?
(Luke 18:14)
13. Keller summarizes the gospel this way:
“Everyone is wrong, everyone is loved, and everyone is called to recognize this and change.” 
· Is this the gospel proclaimed by the church today?
· Is it the gospel you personally live and believe?
14. Reflection & Accountability:
· Write out a confession of your “inner younger brother” sins and share it with your accountability partner.
· Write out a confession of your “inner elder brother” sins and share it with your accountability partner.

