
Amazing Grace Lutheran Church
Prodigal God – Week 1: The People Around Jesus
Live Love
Love Jesus • Love People • Serve the World
1. Opening
Pray briefly, asking God to soften our hearts and open our eyes.
2. Scripture Reading
Read Luke 15:11–32 aloud.
(Invite a volunteer if your group is comfortable.)
As you listen, notice: Where do you feel defensive? Where do you feel hopeful?

Conversation & Reflection
Question 1 — First Impressions
What are some of your thoughts about Chapter 1 of The Prodigal God?
· What surprised you?
· What challenged your assumptions about this parable?
· Where did you sense the Holy Spirit nudging you?
(Encourage honesty — not “right answers.”)

Question 2 — Why Jesus Told This Story
Keller helps us see the historical setting and why Jesus chose this moment to tell the parable.
On page 12 he writes:
“The targets of this story are not ‘wayward sinners’ but religious people who do everything the Bible requires.”
Discuss:
1. What do you think about Keller’s statement?
2. How did learning the historical context clarify Jesus’ purpose?
3. What shifts when we realize Jesus is pleading with “moral insiders”?
4. How does that change how we hear the story today?

Question 3 — The “Moral Insiders”
In the context, who were the moral insiders?
Why was their morality a hindrance?
Consider together:
· How can moral performance create pride?
· How can religion become a way to control God instead of trust Him?
· How might our own morality sometimes keep us from
· confessing weakness,
· receiving grace,
· trusting Jesus daily rather than trusting ourselves?
Invite people to reflect gently — not accuse themselves, but notice patterns.

Question 4 — Younger Brothers, Elder Brothers, and Our Churches
Keller suggests that many churches today may have fewer “younger brothers” because our communities often feel more like gatherings of “elder brothers.”
Discuss:
· Do you think this rings true?
· Have you ever recognized an elder-brother attitude in yourself?
· Resentment when grace feels “unfair”
· Feeling superior because you “do things right”
· Serving God mainly to get something from Him
How might God be inviting us back to grace, not performance?

Connecting to Our Calling at Amazing Grace
Live Love
Where in this parable do you see God’s extravagant, risking, pursuing love?
How can we practice that kind of love this week?

Love Jesus
What part of this story helps you see Jesus more clearly?
· His heart?
· His mission?
· His challenge to religious pride?
How can we respond in worship, trust, and obedience?

Love People
Who around us may feel like the “younger brother” — ashamed, distant, unsure they belong?
Who may feel like the “elder brother” — faithful, but tired, resentful, or unseen?
How can our group be a place of welcome for both?

Serve the World
If the gospel truly is good news for BOTH insiders and outsiders, what might God be calling us to:
· risk?
· open?
· rethink?
· give?
What would it look like for our church to embody the Father’s heart in our community?

Closing Prayer
Close by praying together:
· That God would open our eyes to the truth of this parable
· That we would see our younger-brother and elder-brother tendencies honestly
· That our church would become a place where grace is felt, shared, and lived
Lord, continue to open our eyes over these next weeks.
Teach us to live Your love, love Jesus deeply, love people generously,
and serve the world with Your grace. Amen.
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